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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 1195 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS : PFOR, BA, IZ 

SUBJECT : BAHRAINI PRIME MINISTER VISIT TO IRAQ 

FOREIGN MINISTER INFORMS US THAT, AFTER SOME WEEKS OF IRRITATED 
BADGERING FROM IRAQI OFFICIALS, BAHRAINI PRIME MINISTER HAS 
FINALLY DECIDED TO MAKE OFFICIAL VISIT TO IRAQ ON OR ABOUT 
NOVEMBER 1. AS FOREIGN MINISTER EXPLAINS IT, PRIMARY PURPOSE 
OF VISIT WILL BE TO GET IRAQIS OFF HIS AND AMIR'S BACK. WHITE 
FACT THAT PRIME MINISTER IS FOLLOWING UP CROWN PRINCE'S VISIT 
TO IRAQ IS ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT INDICATION OF AT LEAST 
SUPERFICIAL THAW IN IRAQI RELATIONS WITH GULF STATES, 

GOB FOREIGN MINISTER AT LEAST WILL PRIVATELY HAVE US READ 
GOB'S LACK OF ENTHUSIASM FOR THIS INCREASED CONTACT AS 
MASSIVE. 
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